Social Studies and World Citizenship

certain of the psychology of human reproduction can be
dealt with in the biology course, much sex instruction will
be incidental in character, and the teacher must always be
ready for it, especially when dealing with adolescent pupils.
Such incidental teaching will arise either through direct
questions from the pupils or through incidents which might
come to the teacher's notice or through reading incidents in
literature.

Nevertheless, it is certain that nothing but incidental
reference is insufficient. This brings us to the question
whether the more directed teaching in sex guidance should
be left to the teacher or is a special lecturer required. We
think it desirable to strike a medium : that is, though nearly
all the teachers in the school should take a hand, there should
be one responsible for co-ordinating sex guidance throughout
the school, otherwise crudities and blunderings will pass
unnoticed, and, after all, the whole subject is one demanding
well-thought-out technique, skill and talent* Above all, the
whole subject must be treated with sincerity and seriousness.
To bring humour into such lessons, for example, is hazardous,
though (especially after having gained the confidence of his
pupils) a little may not come amiss. Sentimentality should
always be avoided, though, since the emotions play such an
important part in the relations between the two sexes, a
certain amount of sentiment must be recognized.

How the teacher is to deal with the problems of the
relations between the sexes (assuming the pupils already
have a knowledge of sexual reproduction from their bio-
logical studies) depends entirely upon his own point of view,
which will undoubtedly be influenced by his experience with
his pupils. As we have already said, such problems very
often arise incidentally; but a certain amount of direct
organized discussion is desirable. During such times, the
teacher can gain the confidence of his pupils only by resolutely
ndfbsing to * beat about the bush *. He must never betray
fear or embarrassment.
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